
 

 
 
 
 
October 2006 
 
 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Much has occurred during the past several months at Immaculate Conception Parish and I want 
to take this opportunity to share some important information with you. I wish that I could 
personally visit with each household, but obviously that is not possible. Through what I am about 
to share, it is my desire that our parish will sense the leadership of God as we are faithful to Him 
in the days ahead. 
 
ACT, All Committed Together in Christ , is the name chosen for our stewardship ministry or 
capital campaign. As part of our ACT program, we are asking you and every household in our 
parish to prayerfully consider making a sacrificial commitment (over and above your ongoing 
offerings) to be given over the next three years. It is our prayer to raise $4.1 million for the 
building of our new church. As you can see, ACT is an important step to our future and you are 
vital to its success. 
 
On the weekend of October 14-15, you will receive a packet at church with the following: 
 • A DVD that I am asking you to view as a family at least twice during the next week. 
 • A 14-day devotional guide designed to unite us in prayer as we ask for God’s guidance. 
 • A prayer card with our ACT prayer, which I urge you to pray on a daily basis, either 

individually or as a family. 
 
I am depending on you to view the video and pray for our parish. 
 
These are exciting days of decision in our parish. Let us commit to know and do the will of God. 
He has granted to each of us the privilege of being a part of a fellowship where the Spirit of God 
is so warm and alive. This privilege implies a responsibility of sharing our blessings with others. 
To the glory of God, we will step forward in faith. 
 
In His love, 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. David Kelash 



 

Q & A  
 
 
Answers to some of the most common questions 
about the ACT capital campaign 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Q: What is the ACT  capital campaign? 
 
A: ACT  is what God has called us to do to 
remain a healthy, growing church 
community.  That's why we have given this 
campaign the name ACT, All 
Committed Together in Christ, to 
build a church to meet our present day needs 
and to carry us into the future. 
 
 
Q: What are the needs? 
 
A: First, a permanent church to meet the 
growing population of the Verde Valley.  
We will soon have 1,000 registered families.  
We also serve many who are not registered, 
as well as winter visitors and summer 
vacationers.  Our temporary church is now 
80% occupied at all masses.  This is 
considered full. 

Second, the many ministries of the 
church need adequate space in which to 
function and grow. 

Third, with our mild climate, our great 
outdoors lends itself to a prayer garden and 
place of solitude for private meditation. 

 
 
Q: How much will it cost? 
 
A: We estimate these efforts together will 
cost $6 to $7 million. We hope to raise $4.1 
million through the capital campaign with 
the remainder from the window memorials 
and sale of the old church property. 
 
 
Q: What if we do not raise all the money? 
 
A: For now, our focus is going to be on 
what God wants to do through us, as we 
endeavor to meet our needs for the future.  It 
is impossible to determine our future course 
of action at present, but we will be able to 
do this as the church members respond with 
commitments.  If the campaign does not 
raise the full amount, we will weigh the 
options and present further 
recommendations. 
 
 
Q: What is expected of me? 
 
A: We are asking all parishioners to help 
ACT  by making a sacrificial gift to the



 

campaign.  Reflect upon your place in this 
body, and look to God in order to seek out 
what He is calling you to be and to do, for 
Him and for your church family.  We ask 
you to take a prayerful perspective, asking 
God to direct at what level you are to be 
involved in our ACT  campaign.  Don't ask 
God what you should do, but listen for what 
God would do through you - through God's 
grace and your faith.  We want your 
commitment to be a matter of faith, rather 
than a "donation decision," one that 
represents your sense of God's calling on 
your life.  Begin to take the time to 
prayerfully seek out what God's will is for 
you, in your life and in your involvement at 
Immaculate Conception. 
 
 
Q: How will we let the church know our 
individual financial commitment to the 
campaign? 
 
A: We will be using commitment cards.  
Each individual or family will fill out one of 
the cards as a simple statement of intent and 
place it in the collection basket on 
Commitment Sunday.  This card is not a 
contract.  However, knowledge of what 
dollar amounts to expect is critical to 
planning wisely for building the church. 
 
 
Q: What should a capital campaign gift 
be? 
 
A: "Not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice" is 
the theme of our campaign and is a saying 
that describes our understanding of 
stewardship.  The phrase restates the 
Biblical principle of proportionate giving.  
Every person can make a prayerful, 

sacrificial gift, and each of these gifts is 
significant in God's eyes.  Therefore, we will 
be encouraging an equal sense of 
commitment and sacrifice throughout the 
congregation, with each person prayerfully 
determining what it means to sacrifice, and 
what he or she can give to the ACT  
campaign. 
 
 
Q: If necessary, can I change my 
commitment? 
 
A: Of course.  God may bless you 
financially so that you can give more.  Also, 
we know that changing circumstances may 
force you to lower your pledge.  We ask that 
you make a decision to lower your pledge 
only after much prayer. 
 
 
Q: How often will I give? 
 
A: You determine your giving schedule, but 
we encourage you to make it regular.  Most 
people decide what they will give monthly; 
some weekly, quarterly or one large gift 
once a year. 
 
 
Q: I am already giving to the church.  
Should I re-direct my giving to support 
the ACT  campaign? 
 
A: The church's day-to-day operations are 
covered by our general collection.  We must 
continue to meet our financial obligations 
through these collections during the three-
year stewardship campaign.  Every dollar 
you give to this campaign should be a gift 
"over and above" your current giving. 
 



 

Q: When does giving begin? 
 
A: The three year giving phase begins 
January 1, 2007.  You can extend that, for 
tax purposes, by beginning your giving on 
Celebration Sunday, December 9, 2006. 
 
 
Q: What happens next? 
 
A: You will continue to receive mailings 
about the details of our ACT campaign.  
You may be called (if you haven't been 
already) to assist in some portion of putting 
on this campaign.  We hope that you throw 
yourself into all these things with interest 
and enthusiasm. 
 

CAMPAIGN LEADERS 
 
Bill and Elaine Dwyer  
Jim and Rita Poindexter 
Carl and Marge Vollmer 
 
 

 
Dates to Remember! 
 

October 14-15 Information Weekend  

November 18-19 Commitment Weekend  

December 9-10 Celebration Weekend

  
Prayer: 
 
Lord, what do You want to do through me to fulfill Your will for our church? 
 

"May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus."  (Romans 15:5) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


